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THE VIDEO GENTLEMEN: BYOTV [19 March - 27 April, 2008]

The Video Gentlemen - Carl Diehl, Jesse England and Mack McFarland

In February 2009, the United States will add Dead Air to the acres of accumu-
lated Dead Media, pulling the plug on analog television broadcasts. Subsequent
waves of electronic waste are predicted as consumers junk their abruptly ob-
solete receivers in favor of HD-readied consoles. Pre-empting the scheduled
program of obsolescence, Low-wattage transmissions emanate from an array of
re-conpgured electronic detritus distributed around the gallery. Telecommunica-
tions, and the distance implicit in its operation is countered by a physical proxim-
ity prescribed by the limited range of the BYOTV transmissions. Visitors are
encouraged to obring their own TV,6 or borrow one from the gallery, intercepting
transmissions from their immediate airspace. Closely scrutinizing the premise
of obsolescence, BYOTV tunes into an alternative agenda, encouraging new
modes of cultural production, collaboration and exchange.

The Video Gentlemenis BYOTYV exhibit included 6 weeks of special reports transmitted live within the NAAU. Weekly rotations
of eclectic programming were comprised primarily of single-channel works culled from an open call that began this past
fall. Over twenty artistsi works-- local, national and international that critically and creatively engage televisual technoculture
were included. (*See list below)

Additionally there were original video productions by The Video Gentlemen and a showcase programmed specipcally for
BYOTV by ofree103point9,0 a Brooklyn based arts organization that promotes artists pursuing étransmission mediums¢ for
creative expression.

BYOTV also featured live in-studio presentations and/or performances by Kate Mondloch, Stephen Slappe and the group
¢Instinct Controld. For her presentation, Contemporary Art Historian Kate Mondloch analyzed the paradoxes in injuential
closed-circuit video installations of the 1960s/70s, works that intentionally explore the ¢architecturesé of media spectatorship
(April 19th). Meanwhile, Stephen Slappe (pdx) presented a program of archival 16mm plms, excavating celluloid sojourns
from the early era of electronic television (April 19th). For our third live performance, Ryan Dunn (Portland) and Don Haugen
(Eugene) presented 0Eclectic Electronicsé complete with circuit bending demonstrations that outlined the creative re-use of
obsolescent electronics and televisual cultural artifacts (April 7th, 2008).

* Linda Austin, Craig Baldwin, Bosko Blagojevic, Ryan Dunn, Tony Gault, Cathleen Grado and Alex Chechile, Ann Hirsch,
Bradley Hyppa, Tally and Russ Johnson, Jason Kocol, Steve and Mellissa Kornicki, Pete McParlan, Neil Ira Needleman
Nerve Theory (Tom Sherman and Bernhard Loibner), Jeremy Newman, James OiBrien, Julie Orser, Shalo P, Reza Safavi,
Jeffery Sconce, Jennifer Schmidt, Ann Steuernagel, Deborah Stratman, Lili White, Marchi Wierson

For More Information Please Contact

Ruth Ann Brown / naau@earthlink.net / 503.231.8294

"REEYa =66wi1 Eroir}Wxwiix TH\ =;658

503.231.8294 / naau@earthlink.net
Thursday - Sunday: Noon - 6PM
www.newamericanartunion.com






